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SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE 

Sir: 

Responsive to the non-final Office action dated May 23, 2002, 
and supplemental to the amendment forwarded to the Patent 
Office on October 23, 2002, the following remarks are made. 

Reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-12 are solicited. 

Claims_^l-12 remain in the application, 

In item 3 on page 3 of the Office action dated May 23, 2002, 
claims 1-12 have been rejected as being anticipated by Smith 
et al, (US 6,333,973) under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 


Enclosed is a declaration under 37 CFR 1.131 by the two 
Inventors - Vincenzo Scot to Di Carlo and Egon Schulz - of the 
invention of the above-identified application, declaring that 
the present invention was "reduced to practice" before April 
23, 1997. Enclosed, as corroborating evidence is the 
Invention Declaration/Disclosure {Erf indungsmel dung) signed by 
the Inventors and dated April 24, 1997. 

The applied reference Smith et al . (US 6,333,973) has a prior 
art date (according to 35 U.S.C. § 102(e)) of April 23, 1997, 
i.e. one day earlier than the signature date of the 
Declaration/Disclosure. Since the enclosed declaration only 
"swears back" two days beyond the date of the enclosed 
Declaration/Disclosure, it is believed that no additional 
corroborating evidence in addition to the 

Declaration/Disclosure is required. Consequently, it is 
believed that Smith et al . will not be available as prior art 
against the instant application. 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and allowance of 
claims 1-12 are solicited. 

Please charge any fees which might be due with respect to 
Sections 1.16 and 1.17 to the Deposit Account of Lerner and 
Greenberg, P. A., No. 12-1099. 
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